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A Practical Steady-State Initialization Method for
Electromagnetic Transient Simulations

Taku Noda and Kiyoshi Takenaka

Abstract— The purpose of most electromagnetic transient
(EMT) simulations is to calculate disturbances occurring from
steady-state conditions. Therefore, a steady-state initialization
function is required in an EMT analysis program so as to enable a
simulation which directly starts from a steady state. This avoids
a long EMT computation to establish the steady state from a
zero initial condition. This paper investigates the performance of
a primitive but quite practical steady-state initialization method.
The method is divided into three stages. The first stage carries out
a conventional single-phase power-flow calculation that gives a
balanced solution as a first approximation. Based on the solution,
the second stage calculates the three-phase 50/60-Hz steady-state
solution considering unbalanced circuit conditions. Finally, the
third stage lets the EMT simulation run from the 50/60-Hz
solution for a certain number of cycles to obtain harmonics in the
solution. In this way, we can obtain a steady-state solution taking
harmonics and unbalanced conditions into account by specifying
positive-sequence power-flow constraints. The method is applied
to the simulations of a distribution line with a STATCOM and
a transmission line with a line-commuted HVDC converter.

Index Terms— Electromagnetic transient analysis, Power-flow
calculation, Power system harmonics, Steady-state initialization,
and Unbalanced condition.

I. INTRODUCTION

MOST electromagnetic transient (EMT) simulations are
for calculating disturbances occurring from steady-state

conditions. Therefore, a steady-state initialization function is
required in an EMT analysis program so as to enable a
simulation which directly starts from a steady state. This
avoids a long EMT computation to establish the steady state
from a zero initial condition. For steady-state initialization, the
following points should be noted:

� A steady-state solution by nature includes harmonics gen-
erated by nonlinear loads and power-electronics devices.

� Due to unbalanced impedances of transmission lines and
loads, voltages and currents are not perfectly balanced.

� It is convenient to calculate a steady-state solution by
specifying power-flow constraints.

� The circuit to be analyzed includes distributed-parameter
line models.
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Xia and Heydt proposed a method to solve harmonic circuit
equations together with power-flow constraints [1], [2]. In this
pioneer work, however, only positive-sequence circuit equa-
tions are considered, and thus, unbalanced circuit conditions
are not represented. The methods proposed in [3]–[5] take both
harmonics and unbalanced conditions into account, but they
calculate a steady-state solution by specifying the waveforms
of the voltage and the current sources, not by power-flow
constraints. The methods proposed in [6]–[8] can take all of
harmonics, unbalanced conditions and power-flow constraints
into account. A serious and intrinsic problem of these methods,
when applied to steady-state initialization, is the fact that they
are based on the shooting method [9]. Since the shooting
method assumes that the circuit equations are described by
a set of ODEs (ordinary differential equations), distributed-
parameter line modes which are described by PDEs (partial
differential equations) cannot be included [10].

Considering the above, this paper investigates the perfor-
mance of a primitive but quite practical steady-state initializa-
tion method. The method consists of the three stages below,
and thus, it is called a Three-Stage Method in this paper:

1) With specified power-flow constraints, a conventional
single-phase power-flow calculation is carried out.

2) The generators and the upper-voltage substation busses
are replaced with three-phase sinusoidal voltage sources
obtained by the power-flow result. Then, the three-phase
50/60-Hz steady-state solution is calculated.

3) From the 50/60-Hz solution, the EMT simulation is kept
running for a certain number of cycles.

The first stage gives a balanced 50/60-Hz solution as a first
approximation. Then, the second stage takes into account
unbalanced conditions at the power frequency. The third stage
generates harmonics by actually calculating transients. In
this way, we can obtain a steady-state solution considering
harmonics and unbalanced conditions by specifying positive-
sequence power-flow constraints. This is actually not a novel
method. Some users of EMT analysis programs may manually
carry out these stages for steady-state initializations in their
routine simulations.

This paper first describes the Three-Stage Method, and then
it is applied to the simulations of a distribution line with
a STATCOM and a transmission line with a line-commuted
HVDC converter for investigating the performance.

II. THREE-STAGE METHOD

Fig. 1 shows the flowchart of the Three-Stage Method. The
procedure of each stage is described below.
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A. Stage 1: Single-Phase Power-Flow Calculation

At Stage 1, a conventional single-phase (positive-sequence)
power-flow calculation is carried out with power-flow con-
straints specified by the user. The algorithm used to calculate
the power flow is a standard one based on the Newton-Raphson
iteration, and it can be found in textbooks like [11]. Since the
algorithm assumes a balanced circuit and considers the power
frequency only, the solution obtained is a balanced 50/60-Hz
approximation.

B. Stage 2: Three-Phase AC Solution

The result of Stage 1 gives the voltages (the voltage mag-
nitudes and their phase angles) of all busses in the circuit.
With this information, we replace the generators and the
upper-voltage busses in the circuit with three-phase sinusoidal
voltage sources. Then, the three-phase 50/60-Hz (AC) steady-
state solution of the circuit is calculated by solving the circuit
equations in the �� domain. The solution takes into account
unbalanced circuit conditions at the power frequency due to
untransposed transmission lines and so on.

Obtaining the three-phase AC solution is important not only
for considering unbalanced conditions but also for modeling
loads and transformers. It should be noted that all dynamic el-
ements such as inductors, capacitors and distributed-parameter
line models in the circuit have to be initialized for the sub-
sequent EMT simulation at Stage 3. Initializing the dynamic
elements requires their branch voltages or currents in the AC
steady state.

In a power-flow calculation, a load is completely character-
ized and modeled by the two parameters � and �, active and
reactive power values. On the other hand, there are a variety of
ways to model a load in EMT simulations. When the values of
� and � �� � �� of a load are given, it can be realized either
by a series �–� or a parallel �–� circuit. Or, an even more
complicated model, which represents the ratio of induction
motors to the total capacity or the skin effects inside the load
for instance, can be used [12]. These different load models
give different responses under transient conditions. In the case
of an EMT simulation, therefore, the user will choose which
load model to use depending on the purpose of the simulation,
and the simulation program cannot know in advance how many
dynamic elements are included in the load model and how they
are connected to the rest of the model. Thus, the information
obtained at Stage 1, the voltages of all busses, is not enough
to initialize the dynamic elements arbitrary contained in the
load model. Calculating the three-phase AC solution solves
this problem. When the solution is calculated, the internal
circuit of the load model is treated just as a part of the whole
circuit. Thus, the solution gives the steady-state voltages across
or the currents through the dynamic elements inside the load
models, and with this information the dynamic elements can
be initialized for the subsequent EMT simulation.

A similar situation applies to transformer models. The user
decides what transformer model to use depending on the
purpose of simulation, and the simulation program cannot
know in advance how many and how dynamic elements are
included in the transformer model. In addition to this, the
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Fig. 1. Flowchart of the Three-Stage Method.

following point also justifies obtaining the three-phase AC
solution. Since the power-flow result obtained at Stage 1 is per-
unit quantities, it does not directly give the voltages at both
sides of a transformer. If nominal voltages of both sides of
the transformer were specified, this problem could be solved.
However, obtaining the three-phase AC solution directly gives
the voltages at both sides, since the ideal transformer inside
the transformer model automatically takes into account the
turns ratio and thus solves this problem without specifying
the nominal voltages. This is simpler in terms of both data
input and programming.

The circuit equations to obtain the three-phase AC solution
can be formulated by the traditional nodal analysis [13], the
modified nodal analysis [14] or the sparse tableau approach
[15]. The traditional nodal analysis has restrictions on handling
voltage sources and current-controlled sources [16]. Except
this point, any one of these methods can be used. In terms
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of programming, the same formulation method as that for
the EMT solution should be chosen for the three-phase AC
solution so as to simplify the code. Assume that

�	 � 
 (1)

is the circuit equations for the EMT solution formulated by
one of those formulation methods, where � is the coefficient
matrix, 	 is the unknown vector and 
 is the vector of driving
sources. � includes the conductance values of the circuit
elements. If the conductance values of the dynamic elements in
� are replaced with their corresponding admittance values at
the power frequency, (1) readily becomes the circuit equations
for the three-phase AC solution. Thus, the admittance values
of the dynamic elements are shown below with �� being
the power frequency multiplied by 2�. The admittance of an
inductor � and that of a capacitor � are given by

� �
�

���
���� � � ����� (2)

If � is considered as an inductance matrix, the former equation
can be used for a multiphase inductor. The admittance matrix
of a distributed-parameter line model with length � is given by

�� �

�
� ���	�
�� ��cosech�
��

��cosech�
�� � ���	�
��

�
� (3)

where � and 
 are the characteristic-admittance and the
propagation-constant matrix at �� respectively. When the line
model is �-phase, the size of �� is �� by ��. For both
constant-parameter and frequency-dependent line models, the
above equation can be used.

Since the three-phase AC solution assumes that the circuit
to be solved is linear, it cannot consider nonlinear elements.
Thus, nonlinear elements are ignored or linearized in some
way. Voltage and current sources with non-sinusoidal wave-
forms also cannot be dealt with. Such sources are ignored, or
their power-frequency components are considered.

In this way, the circuit equations in the form (1) for the
three-phase AC solution are formulated and solved. Then, the
solution 	, which takes into account unbalanced circuit condi-
tions at the power frequency, is obtained. Using the solution,
the initial currents of the inductors, the initial voltages of the
capacitors, and the history arrays of the distributed-parameter
line models are set for the subsequent EMT simulation.

C. Step 3: EMT Simulation To Obtain Harmonics

At Stage 3, the EMT simulation is started from the three-
phase AC solution obtained at Stage 2, and it is kept running
for a certain number of cycles. During this simulation, the
circuit conditions and the states of the control systems are
fixed to the steady-state operation condition. In the EMT
simulation, the source of harmonics such as power-electronics
converters and the source of unbalanced voltages and currents
such as untransposed transmission lines are modeled as they
are. Thus, they gradually generate harmonics and unbalanced
voltages and currents during the EMT simulation. To judge
if the circuit has converged to its final steady-state solution
or not, we observe the voltage or the current waveform of an
important point in the circuit. When the difference between

the waveform of the last period and that of one-period before
becomes negligible, the EMT simulation is terminated. At this
point, the initial currents of the inductors, the initial voltages
of the capacitors, and the history arrays of the distributed-
parameter line models are all set to correct initial values. And
thus, we can start an EMT simulation for the original purpose.

Here, we get a very important question: “How many cycles
should we keep the EMT simulation running so as to reach
the steady state?” Since the number of cycles required highly
depends on the circuit to be analyzed, we cannot give a general
answer. Therefore, this paper investigates this question using
typical circuits.

D. Treatment of Converter Bridge Circuits, DC Initial Values
and Internal States of Controllers

Circuit components which has to be treated in exceptional
manners are described here.

Converter bridge circuits cannot be included in the AC
calculation at Stage 2 in a straightforward manner, since they
are power-electronics circuits which convert AC power to DC
power and vice versa. However, if we note the fact that the AC
side of a converter bridge is designed to function as a three-
phase voltage or current source at the power frequency, it can
be modeled by a three-phase voltage or current source. The
magnitude and the phase angle are set to the values obtained as
the output from its controller in the steady state. In this way,
the 50/60-Hz components from the converter bridge circuits
are considered in the three-phase AC solution. Note that this
procedure is independent of the switching pattern used such
as PWM (pulse width modulation) and six-pulse control.

In a power system, there exist parts whose steady-state volt-
ages and currents are DC. The DC capacitor of a STATCOM
and the DC inductor of an HVDC system are good examples.
These parts have to be ignored in the three-phase AC solution
at Stage 2. To start Stage 3, however, the DC initial values
of these components should be set appropriately to avoid
unwanted transients. In a steady-state operation condition,
fortunately, these DC initial values are controlled by control
systems. Thus, the DC initial values are readily available as
the steady-state output of their controllers.

To start Stage 3 without unwanted transients, the internal
states of controllers have to be set to steady-state values. This
can be done by inspection of control blocks automatically by
the simulation program or by hand.

III. PERFORMANCE INVESTIGATION

For performance investigation, the Three-Stage Method
is applied to the steady-state initialization of a distribution
line with a STATCOM and a transmission line with a line-
commuted HVDC converter.

A. Distribution Line with a STATCOM

Fig. 2 (a) shows the one-line diagram of a simple 6.6-
kV distribution line, which has no branches and connects a
distribution substation to a load at the remote end. The line
length is 5 km, and Fig. 2 (b) shows the conductor arrangement
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to be used for the line constants calculation. The voltage at
the substation is 1 p.u. The load is inductive, and the active
and the reactive power consumed are 3,500 kW and 1,300
kVar respectively. In order to compensate the voltage drop in
the distribution line, the load is equipped with a STATCOM
whose control is in the constant voltage mode. It provides the
reactive power �� to the line, and the voltage at the load end
is regulated to 1 p.u.

Stage 1 is carried out using the positive-sequence circuit
shown in Fig. 2 (a). The distribution substation is specified as
the swing node with ���� � 1, and the load end as a PV node
with �� � 0.35 and ���� � 1.

Fig. 3 (a) shows the three-phase circuit for Stage 2, and the
three-phase AC steady-state solution at 60 Hz is calculated.
The series impedance of the distribution line is calculated
considering the skin effects of both the wires and the ground
soil at 60 Hz [17], and the line is modeled by its impedance
matrix �� � ����. Since it is assumed to be untransposed,
the impedance matrix is unbalanced resulting in unbalanced
voltages and currents. Fig. 3 (b) shows the circuit of the
STATCOM, but its bridge circuit is replaced by a three-
phase voltage source as explained in Section II-D. Since the
STATCOM is a voltage source converter, the magnitude and
the phase angle of the voltage source are calculated by the
operating condition. The initial voltages of the DC capacitors
���� and ���� are also calculated in the same way and set.

At Stage 3, the circuit shown in Fig. 3 (a), now together
with the bridge circuit shown Fig. 3 (b) as it is, is used to carry
out the EMT simulation. The IGBT and the free-wheeling
diode of each arm are modeled by ideal switches whose on-
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Fig. 2. Distribution line with a STATCOM. (a) shows the one-line diagram
for Stage 1, and (b) the conductor arrangement.

and off-resistance values are 10 m� and 1 M� respectively.
The PWM pattern that gives the voltage magnitude and the
phase angle used at Stage 2 is continuously sent to the IGBT
switches during the EMT simulation. The carrier frequency
and the dead time used for the PWM pattern generation are
1620 Hz and 3 �s. To assess the effects of harmonics, no
harmonics filter is equipped. The EMT simulation of Stage
3 is continued for 200 ms (12 cycles) with a time step of 1
�s. For the EMT simulation, the program XTAP, which uses
the 2-stage diagonally-implicit Runge-Kutta method for the
numerical integration [18], was used. To compare with this
result, an EMT simulation of the same circuit started from a
zero initial condition is also carried out (this case is hereafter
referred to as a “zero-start case”). In the zero-start case, the
currents of all inductors and the voltages of all capacitors are
set to zero at � � �, and all voltage sources and control systems
continuously give their steady-state outputs from � � �. The
calculated results of the currents through the coupling resctors
are shown in Fig. 4. The waveforms obtained by the Three-
Stage Method are very close to the steady state from the first
cycle. On the other hand, the waveforms of the zero-start case
require about 6 cycles to settle into the steady state due to
transients. To evaluate the deviation of the present cycle from
the previous one, the following index is calculated for each
cycle of the result.

�� �
����� �� ����� ��� ��

�rms
� (4)

where ���� � is the current value at the end of the �th cycle
and �rms denotes the root-mean-square value of the 12th (last)
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 Fig. 3. Three-phase circuit of the distribution line case. (a) shows the circuit
for Stages 2 and 3, and (b) the internal circuit of the STATCOM.
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cycle. As shown in Fig. 5, the deviation �� of the Three-Stage
Method becomes smaller than 1 % in the second cycle, which
indicates that the circuit is practically in the final steady state.
The oscillation observed in �� with respect to � is due to the
fact that the period is not a multiple of the time step used and
a linear interpolation was used to calculate ��.

B. Transmission Line with an HVDC Converter

Fig. 6 shows the one-line diagram of a 500-kV transmission
line which connects a substation to an HVDC converter
station. The conductor arrangement is a typical double-circuit
one used for 500-kV lines in Japan (shown in Fig. 6 of [5]),
and a ground-resistivity of 200 �m is assumed. The line length
is 150 km. The HVDC converter station uses a thyristor-
based line-commuted converter, and it is in the REC mode
transmitting 700 MW of power. The DC side of the converter
is terminated by a resistor of 700 MW.

Stage 1 is carried out using the positive-sequence circuit
shown in Fig. 6. The substation is specified as the swing node,
and the HVDC converter station as a PV node. It is assumed

 

(a) 

 

(b) 

Fig. 4. Calculated waveforms of the currents ���, ��� and ��� through the
coupling reactors of the STATCOM. (a) was obtained by the Three-Stage
Method, and (b) is the corresponding zero-start case.
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Fig. 5. Deviation �� of the Three-Stage Method result with respect to the
number of cycles for the distribution-line case.

that the voltage at the converter station is regulated to 1 p.u. by
its shunt capacitor.

Fig. 7 (a) shows the three-phase circuit for Stage 2. Using
this circuit, the three-phase AC steady-state solution at 60
Hz is calculated. The constants of the transmission line are
calculated at 60 Hz considering the skin effects, and it is
represented by a �-equivalent model. Fig. 7 (b) shows the
circuit of the HVDC converter station, where SC is the
shunt capacitor consisting of delta-connected capacitors with
series reactors and ACF is the AC filter with four RLC filter
branches. Three of them are for 5th, 11th and 13th harmonics,
and the remaining one is for higher-order harmonics. The
transformers are represented by fundamental equivalent cir-
cuits with winding and leakage impedance. In the three-phase
AC solution, the AC sides of the converter bridges are replaced
by three-phase voltage sources as explained in Section II-D.
The initial current of DCL is set to its steady-state value.

At Stage 3, the thyristor bridges are modeled as shown

500 kV 

substation 

1 2

500 kV double-circuit

transmission line 

V1 ∠ θ1 V2 ∠ θ2

150 km

HVDC

conv. 

P = 0.7 

VA base: 1,000 MVA
base voltage: 500 kV 
frequency: 60 Hz 

DC side 

REC mode

 

 

Fig. 6. One-line diagram of a 500-kV transmission line with an HVDC
converter station.
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 Fig. 7. Three-phase circuit of the transmission line case. (a) shows the circuit
for Stages 2 and 3, and (b) the internal circuit of the HVDC converter station.
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Fig. 8. Calculated waveforms of the currents ��, �� and �� flowing into the
HVDC converter station. (a) was obtained by the Three-Stage Method, and
(b) is the corresponding zero-start case.

10 20 30 40
10

−4

10
−3

10
−2

10
−1

number of cycles

e
n

 phase a   phase b
 phase c

 

Fig. 9. Deviation �� of the Three-Stage Method result with respect to the
number of cycles for the transmission-line case.

in Fig. 7 (b), and the EMT simulation is continued for 800
ms (48 cycles) with a time step of 50 �s using XTAP. The
thyristors are represented by ideal switches whose on- and off-
resistance values are 1 m� and 100 k�, and each of them is
equipped with a series reactor and a snubber circuit. A zero-
start case is also carried out for this simulation. The calculated
results of the currents flowing into the HVDC converter station
are shown in Fig. 8 (first 12 cycles are shown). Although
small transients are observed in the first few cycles, the result
obtained by the Three-Stage Method settles into the steady
state after that. The result of the zero-start case, on the other
hand, shows intense transients and does not settle into the
steady state in the 12 cycles. The deviation �� of the Three-
Stage Method, calculated by (4), is plotted in Fig. 9. It is
confirmed that the deviation becomes smaller then 1 % in the
first 8 cycles.

IV. DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION

Comparing the results obtained by the Three-Stage Method
with their corresponding zero-start cases (see Figs. 4 and 8), it

is obvious that the Three-Stage Method is able to establish a
steady state taking harmonics and unbalanced conditions into
account by continuing an EMT simulation for a short duration.
And, this steady-state initialization process can be started by
specifying positive-sequence power-flow constraints.

Another point to note is the fact that the distribution-line
case that includes a STATCOM requires only a few cycles to
reach its steady state, while the transmission-line case with
a line-commuted converter requires more cycles (see Figs. 5
and 9). Since the STATCOM uses a PWM for its switching
pattern, it generates a relatively large amount of higher-order
harmonics but a little lower-order ones. The line-commuted
converter, on the other hand, uses a six-pulse switching pattern
and thus generates a large amount of lower-order harmonics
but a little higher-order ones. Because transients generated
by higher-order harmonics die out in a shorter time, it is
understood that a simulation case with a PWM-based converter
is able to reach its steady state in a shorter duration compared
with that with a six-pulse-based converter.

As mentioned in Sec. II-B, the circuit equations for Stage
2 and those for Stage 3 are in the same form that is shown
in (1). The circuit equations for Stage 2 are complex-valued,
while those for Stage 3 are real-valued. To solve a system of
linear equations, the most time-consuming operation is multi-
plication. A multiplication of two complex numbers requires
a four-times longer CPU time compared with a multiplication
of two real numbers. Therefore, the time required to solve
the circuit equations for Stage 2 is roughly four-times longer
than that for one iteration step of one time step at Stage 3.
To carry out Stage 3, an EMT simulation has to be performed
for a certain number of cycles, which consist of hundreds or
thousands of time steps. This means that the time required to
carry out Stage 2 is negligible compared with the time for
Stage 3. Meanwhile, the size of power-flow equations, which
are real-valued, at Stage 1 is smaller than the circuit equations
for Stage 3. A power-flow calculation at Stage 1 requires an
iterative process to obtain a solution, while an EMT simulation
at Stage 3 has to obtain solutions at successive time steps and
each time step requires an iterative process. Thus, the time to
carry out Stage 1 is also negligible compared with the time
for Stage 3. As a result, the computation time of the Three-
Stage Method is dominated by, or roughly the same as, the
computation time for Stage 3.

The simulation results of the two test cases shown in Sec. III
indicate that the Three-Stage Method is able to obtain the
final steady-state solution at Stage 3 within about ten cycles at
most. This means that the computation time of the Three-Stage
Method is less than the time required for an EMT simulation
for ten cycles. This is quite small. The existing methods
that can take all of harmonics, unbalanced conditions and
power-flow constraints into account are based on the shooting
method [6]–[8]. For one iteration step in the shooting method,
� � � EMT simulations have to be carried out to evaluate
the Jacobian matrix and then to proceed with one cycle. In
the STATCOM test case, for example, there exist 10 dynamic
elements (inductors and capacitors) in the circuit. Thus, just to
proceed with one iteration step, the shooting method requires
to carry out 11 EMT simulations for one cycle. On the other
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hand, Stage 3 of the Three-Stage Method requires only two
cycles to reach the final solution. From this comparison, it is
understood that the Three-Stage Method is efficient.
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